
Graduation Day Instructions 
PM West High School Class of 2020 

Follow these instructions to have a great Graduation Day! 

 

1. Please understand that the plan for this graduation ceremony is designed to be safe and 

healthy for everyone who attends.  We ask that everyone stay in their car and wear a 

mask to protect their own health and the health of everyone attending the ceremony.   

2. Plan who will be in what car. 

a. Each graduate will have 3 passes. 

b. The LAVENDAR PASS is for the graduate and their family.  It will have a number and 

the graduate’s name on it.  The graduate MUST be in this car and should be sitting in 

the front passenger seat.  Ideally, parents/guardians will be riding in this car with the 

graduate.   

c. There will be TWO GOLD PASSES.  These are for guests…other family members 

and family friends who are important to you.  

d. Please understand that cars with graduates will not be in the same parking area as 

cars with family and friends.  This is why we are suggesting that parents/guardians 

are in the car with the graduate.   

e. We are asking that graduates arrive at the Raceway in passenger cars only.  Please 

no limousines, fire trucks, ambulances, etc.   

f. It would be a good idea to make sure that your car has a full tank of gas before 

coming to the Raceway.  If it is warm, you will want to have the air conditioning on in 

your car.  Also, the audio for the ceremony will be on an FM radio station (87.9).   

3. If you have family members or friends who are not able to attend the ceremony, they can 

watch it live here:  https://youtu.be/spsIek-wtkw 

4. Before going to the Raceway on Saturday morning: 

a. Please place the magnet from your Senior Care Package on the front passenger 

door of your car  

b. Please have the flag from your Care Package on your car too.   

c. Feel free to use the window marker from your Care Package to decorate your car 

with appropriate messages.  (Your name, Class of 2020, etc.) 

d. Please make sure you are wearing your cap and gown and have all parts (cap, gown, 

tassel, stole).  Your tassel should hang down from the front right side of your cap.   

e. It is a good idea to safety pin the stole (it is silver) to your cap and gown.  They often 

slide off if they are not pinned on.  It is good to pin them in the back by your neck and 

also on each side of the front.   

f. Please make sure that you are dressed appropriately for a graduation ceremony.   

https://youtu.be/spsIek-wtkw


g. Please do not decorate your caps.   

5. Arrive at the Raceway. 

a. Cars with graduates and parent/guardians will need to arrive at the Raceway at 9am.  

(Lavender Passes) 

b. Cars with other family members and friends will need to arrive at the Raceway at 

9:30am.  (Gold Passes) 

c. Please use the Main Entrance to enter the Raceway. This is known as Gate 1.   This 

entrance is off of Long Pond Road and is often referred to as the tunnel entrance.   

d. Please be sure to arrive on time.  This is especially important for graduates, as time 

is needed to park you in the correct order, based on the number on your parking 

pass.   

e. Please understand that if you arrive late, you will be able to watch the graduation 

ceremony, but you will not be able to “cross the finish line” when your name is read.  

Being on time is very important.   

f. Please have your parking pass in your front windshield on the dashboard so it is visible 

to Raceway employees.  This is also very important, so that they park you in the 

correct area and spot.  Your parking pass should stay on your dashboard for the 

entire ceremony.   

g. It is very important that you follow the directions of the employees at the Raceway.  

They will get you to the correct area.   

6. Once you are parked in the correct spot, please be sure to stay inside your car.  

a. Please turn your radio to FM station 87.9.  All audio for the ceremony will be played 

on this station. 

b. Before the ceremony, the video boards at the Raceway will be showing videos and 

pictures from your senior year and also other important information for the 

ceremony.   

c. Alcohol and smoking are prohibited.   

d. Porta Potties will be available for anyone who needs to use the restroom.   

7. Once the ceremony begins, you just need to sit back, relax and enjoy it.   Everything will be 

shown on the video boards at the Raceway.   

a. Please refrain from honking your horns until the ceremony is over.   

8. When it is time for your names to be read, please follow the directions of the employees at 

the Raceway.  Make sure your parking pass with your name and number is still visible on 

your dashboard.  When your name is read, please drive across the finish line at a safe 

speed, keeping a safe distance from the car in front of you.   Lifetouch Professional 

Photography will be taking each graduate’s picture as they drive across the finish line.  

Please have your front passenger window down for this picture.    



a. Pictures will be available for purchase at the following site 5-7 days after graduation: 

https://poconomountainwesths.shutterfly.com/  

9. Once your name has been read and you cross the finish line, please continue to follow the 

directions of the employees at the Raceway.  They will direct you where to park for the 

rest of the ceremony.   

10. Once the last graduate’s name has been read (A-Zayna Gordon, Senior Class President), 

Mrs. Fladger will give you instructions about the Tassel Turning part of the ceremony.    

a. Please be sure to pay attention to Mrs. Fladger and the video boards at the Raceway.    

b. A-Zayna will present your class to the Superintendent, Dr. Robison, and lead you in 

the turning of your tassel from the right side of your cap to the left.   

c. The Tassel Turn is a tradition in many high school and college graduation ceremonies.  

Some believe the reason why you place the tassel on the right is because you have 

earned the right to graduate.  Moving the tassel to the left after graduating is 

symbolic of crossing over from high school to another stage in your life. 

11. After the tassel turn, the ceremony is almost over.  You will be directed by employees from 

the Raceway how to safely take your lap around the rest of the track.  Please follow all 

instructions and keep a safe distance from the car in front of you.   You will exit the track 

at Gate 3 on to Long Pond Road.  You will be separated from your guest cars.  It may be a 

good idea to pick a meeting point to meet your guests after you exit the Racetrack (Either 

at home or another landmark that is away from the Raceway).   

12. Blue Ridge Channel 13 will also replay the graduation ceremony on the following dates: 

a. Monday, June 22 at 7pm 

b. Tuesday, June 23 at 2pm 

13. When you post your pictures from graduation,  please use this hashtag #PMWest2020. 

 

 

In order to have a unique and safe graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020,  

we ask for your help in following the instructions listed above.   

Thank you and Congratulations!!!! 

 

 

https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/b990dd1389a0da3421a326fae808f0ff213f65b8?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpoconomountainwesths.shutterfly.com%2F&userId=5535982&signature=f017b514b69e9b57

